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Summary 


This paper examines the relationship between ethnic origin, immigration and language usage in order 
to determine the degree to which heritage language (defined as languages other than English, French 
or Aboriginal) use is maintained from one generation to another. In doing so five census variables 
are examined: ethnic origin, immigrant status, mother tongue, language used in the home and 
knowledge of official language(s). 


It is hypothesised that the relative strength and endurance of these minority languages is an outcome 
of a combination of demographic and socio-economic factors such as the age structure and proportion 
of immigrants in the group. The age structure an important factor because it is assumed that if there 
are a large number of children who report a particular language as mother tongue, that language will 
stand a better chance of survival into the next generation than one in which there are only a small 
number of children who report the language as mother tongue. The proportion of immigrants within 
a group is an important factor because it is this portion of the population which is most likely to use 
and pass on the minority language. 


One factor complicating the analysis of language transfer data is the relatively high proportion of 
multiple responses to census questions. It was found for example, that for persons reporting a 
heritage language as either mother tongue or home language, a large number also reported an official 
language. The proportion of multiple responses is particularly high among the second generation. 
The same is true for the ethnic origin question. This meant that it was necessary to take these 
multiple responses into account in the analysis of language usage and shift. 


Initially an examination of ethnic origin and the proportion of immigrants was carried out in order 
to determine the relative age of a group. An index of ancestral language shift and language retention 
was then conducted by examining the difference between a mother tongue group and the number of 
persons reporting the corresponding ethnic origin. It was found that in general, the proportion of 
persons within a given ethnic origin was strongly related to the relative age of the group: the 
’younger’ the group (the higher the proportion of immigrants) the higher the proportion of persons 
speaking the corresponding mother tongue. 


When the proportion of immigrants was controlled for, the differences in retention between linguistic 
groups dropped markedly. This leads one to assume that the retention of a heritage language is to 
a large degree an ’immigrant’ phenomena. A comparison of the first language learned of a mother 
to that of her child or children was also made. This also showed that the newer the group, the more 
likely a mother was to pass on a heritage mother tongue to her infant(s). 


It is concluded that the close tie between immigration and heritage language use is reflected in th 
edifferent language retention patterns for the province of Québec and the rest of Canada. However 
given the high reporting of multiple mother tongues in the second generation, it is only a matter of 
time before these heritage mother tongues are replaced by one of the official languages. 
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Ethnicity, Immigration and 
Language Transfer Rates 


I. Introduction 


The ethnocultural character of Canada’s population varies dramatically from region to region. 
To a very large extent, these variations reflect Canada’s immigration history and are closely tied 
to the periods of time when specific ethnic groups arrived and settled in different parts of the 
country. These settlement patterns have resulted in not only ethnic, but also linguistic variation 
from one region to another. For example, in addition to the dominance of French in Québec 
and English in the rest of Canada, the 1986 Census also shows that there is considerable regional 
variation for non-official languages, as reflected in the mother tongue (the language first learned 
in childhood and still understood) data: 


- Italian in Ontario and Québec 
- Chinese in British Columbia 
- German and Ukrainian in the Prairie provinces. 


The relative strength and endurance of these minority non-official languages is an outcome of 
many socio-demographic factors, in particular, the age structure and the proportion of 
immigrants within a linguistic group. For example, if a language is reported as a mother tongue 
by a large number of very young persons under the age of 15, that language is considered to 
have a better chance of survival to the next generation than a language in which the majority of 
persons reporting such a language as mother tongue are over the age of 50. Similarly, in the 
case of immigration, if the number of persons able to speak a specific non-official language is 
constantly reinforced through a steady inflow of immigrants from their linguistic group, the 
language will continue to be reported and also probably continue to be used by those persons.! 


The continued reporting and implied use of a non-official language as mother tongue is also a 
product of the extent to which such languages fulfil functions which the official languages are 
unable to fulfil. For example, among many immigrant groups, non-official languages are 
maintained as long as part of that population is unable to effectively use one of the official 


1 It should be noted however, that immigration does not necessarily sustain the use of a given 
language by the population already residing in Canada. Historically, use of nearly all non- 
official languages declines rapidly from one generation to another until they are generally no 


longer reported after the third generation. 
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languages. If both the non-official language and the official language are capable of meeting the 
same needs, the use of the non-official language is likely to decline and the succeeding 
generation will, in all likelihood, be taught only an official language. Such a change in language 
use is usually referred to as “mother tongue shift" .” 


In this paper, the relationship between immigration, ethnic origin and language usage is explored 
in order to determine the degree to which heritage language use is maintained from one 
generation to another in so far as conclusions may be drawn from Census data. Such analyses 
of language use are of importance to Canadian society as they reflect measure the extent to 
which persons can retain the use of these languages despite the tremendous, usually informal, 
pressures to switch to the exclusive use of an official language. 


As this paper deals exclusively with Census data, it is first important to establish the limitations 
of the data collected given that these data are often given widely divergent interpretations. In 
fact, the concepts upon which these data are based are quite restrictive. Next, a number of 
measures of language shift are examined to establish, in so far as possible, the link between 
immigration, ethnic origin and language. In the final section of the paper, a comparison is made 
between selected non official language single response mother tongues of mothers and the 
languages reported by the children of these mothers. 


Il. The Variables 


Studies of language use in Canada based on Census data generally focus on the interrelationships 
between four concepts which measure language use and ability as well as “cultural identity": 


- Official Language: ability to speak English and/or French; 

- Home Language: language spoken most often at home by the respondent; 
- Mother Tongue: language first learned in childhood and still understood; 
- Ethnic Origin: ethnic or cultural ancestry. 


While each of these concepts is a reflection of part of the social reality of Canadian society, it 
is important as well to keep in mind both the uses and the limitations of each of these concepts. 


A. Official Language refers to the ability of the respondent to conduct a conversation using 
English and/or French. These data represent the respondent’s self-assessment of his/her ability 
to speak English and/or French and do not refer in any way to the respondent’s ability to read 
or write these languages. Neither can these data be used to determine the respondent’s preferred 
official language in the case of persons able to speak both official languages. Nevertheless, this 
variable represents a very important measure of the ability of the respondent to communicate 
with the wider society. Chart 1 shows that of the 25 million plus Canadians enumerated in the 


2 While it is not impossible, language shift from an official to a non-official language is relatively 
rare in the Canadian context and appears to be the exception rather than the rule. 
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1986 Census, only 1.1% indicated that they are unable to speak one of Canada’s two official 
languages. This implies that they are effectively cut off from much of what Canadian society 
has to offer them. At the same time, communication between Canada’s two official language 
communities is difficult for the 82.6% of Canadians who speak only one official language. 


B. Home language is considered to be the most specific and contemporary of these four 
variables because it deals with the language actually spoken in a particular domain (the home) 
at the time that a given Census was taken. As the home language used by an individual is in 
many ways a matter of personal choice, home language data are frequently interpreted as 
reflecting the respondent’s preferred language or the language of choice. From Chart 2, it is 
clear that the vast bulk of the population (95%) reports only one language as home language. 
Among persons reporting more than one home language, English and Other were most 
commonly reported (2.9%) followed by English and French (1.4%). 


The overwhelming proportion of Canadians who report only one home language as shown in the 
percentage distributions Chart 2 is a reflection of the dominance of French in Québec and 
English outside Québec. In fact, where a person has the majority official language as mother 
tongue, that person is unlikely to report another language. However, examining these data as 
a proportion of the total population tends to mask the major limitation of the home language 
data: in households where more than one language is used, only the one spoken most often was 
to be reported. As a result, there has undoubtedly been an under-estimate of the extent to which 
Canadians use more than one language at home. It has also led to a great oversimplification of 
the actual patterns of language use among Canadians who speak minority languages. Chart 2 
shows that fully one third of all persons reporting a non-official language as home language also 
reported using one or more additional languages, primarily English, at home. The much lower 
corresponding percentage (7.1%) for all persons reporting French as a home language for 
Canada is due primarily to the dominance of French as a home language in Québec. However, 
the proportions of all persons reporting French as home language in Canada, excluding Québec 
and the counties of Ontario and New Brunswick bordering Québec, are similar to the level of 
the non-official languages. 


C. Mother tongue refers to the first language learned and still understood and can in effect be 
considered an individual’s home language as a child, and as such, can potentially be used to 
provide a picture of language use within a society over a long period of time. However, the 
strength of this concept is at the same time its major weakness as a useful measure of 
contemporary language use. For the bulk of the population, the reference period of childhood 
means that these data are at least one generation out of date. In the extreme, data from the 1986 
Census could refer to language use at the end of Queen Victoria’s reign. Further, the language 
reported as mother tongue simply needs to be understood, but not necessarily spoken. From 
Chart 3, which shows the distribution of mother tongue as reported in the 1986 Census, it is 
clear that the vast majority of the population (97%) reported only one language as mother 
tongue. 
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Nevertheless, the concept of first language learned in childhood often proves inadequate in 
describing the way in which languages are learned in childhood. It has already been shown 
above that many persons who reported a minority language as home language also reported using 
more than one language at home. This reporting of multiple languages for mother tongue is also 
Shown for persons reporting minority language mother tongues, albeit in smaller numbers. 
Chart 3 shows that 16% of Canadians who reported non-official languages as mother tongue also 
reported that they learned more than one language in childhood. This implies that it was not 
possible for these respondents to determine which was the first language learned. A much 
smaller proportion of all persons reporting French mother tongue (5.9%) reported more than one 
language as mother tongue. 


As was the case with home language data, the proportions of all persons reporting French and 
one or more other languages as mother tongue in Canada, excluding Québec and the counties 
in Ontario and New Brunswick which border Québec, is much higher in areas outside Québec 
and in the counties in Ontario and New Brunswick which border Québec. 


D. Ethnic origin, as used in the Study of language use, refers to the ethnicity or cultural 
affiliation/identity of the respondent or the Trespondent’s ancestors. In general, there is a close 
link between the ethnicity and the minority language of a minority language speaker. For 
example, most persons reporting Ukrainian as mother tongue or as home language have also 
reported Ukrainian as their ethnic origin. Even persons who no longer share all of the ethnic 
or cultural characteristics, e.g. persons whose ethnic origin is German but whose mother tongue 
is English, are seen to have more in common with each other than with persons whose origin 
is not German. 


This sharing of characteristics between members of selected ethnic groups has often led to the 
division of the population into mutually exclusive ethnic groups or communities. Often groups 
are referred to as the Ukrainian community, the French community, the British community, etc. 
If a person no longer uses the language associated with that ethnic origin, the person is often 
considered to have undergone language loss, or transfer. ) 


Chart 4 however, shows that this notion of mutually exclusive groups is often not the case. One 
in five Canadians have reported more than one ethnic origin, often a combination of British and 
French origins or a combination of British and Other origins. As a result, the ancestral language 
for a large proportion of the population is not clear, e.g. is the ancestral language of an 
individual reporting British, French and Italian origins, English, French or Italian? 


Thus, ethnic exogamy, marriage between persons of different ethnic or cultural groups, has been 
fairly common throughout Canada’s history, especially in recent times. Chart 5 shows the 
distribution of ethnic origin type. Among those reporting Other and British and/or French 
origins, well over 90 % were born in Canada. Even among those who reported more than one 
Other ethnic origin, e.g. German and Ukrainian, 80% were born in Canada. Among the total 
non-immigrant population reporting Other origins, about half reported only a single origin. This 
is in sharp contrast to the 88% of immigrants who reported a single origin. In effect, these data 
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show that for those reporting Other ethnic origins, ethnic exogamy is a major factor, probably 
resulting in much less cultural homogeneity than is often considered to be the case. 


It is probable that many of the changes which have been introduced to the Canadian Census 
question on ethnic origin since 1871 can be attributed to changes in the procedures to enumerate 
persons who reported more than one cultural origin (Kralt 1990). As a result, the perceived 
mutually exclusive ethnic or cultural affiliations of many Canadians are often considered to be 
meaningless for persons whose ancestors came to this country more than a couple of generations 
ago. For this reason, caution should be used when ascribing a sense of community to persons 
who reported the same ethnic origins. 


Ii. Language Shift 


In the measurement of language shift, official language, home language, mother tongue, and 
ethnic origin provide extremely useful reference points. 


~ Comparing the mother tongue of an individual to the language used at home by 
that individual provides a measure of language shift over a person’s lifetime. 

- For persons whose mother tongue and home language are non-official languages, 
official language capability provides an indicator of the probable direction of 
future language shift. 

- By examining the mother tongues of persons for given ethnic groups, estimates 
of the extent of ancestral language shift can be determined -- persons reporting 
English or French as mother tongue but whose ethnic origin is not normally 
associated with these languages suggests that a shift in language took place in 
earlier generations. 


Unfortunately, at the time of writing, tabulations in which these four concepts are directly cross- 
classified are not available. However, the impact of immigration on the extent of language shift 
can be measured indirectly by examining the extent to which persons reporting different ethnic 
origins have been born in Canada or are immigrants. In analyzing the data, it is hypothesized 


that: 


a. the extent of mother tongue shift is inversely correlated to the proportion of 
persons reporting specific ethnic origins who are born in Canada; 
b. due mainly to recency of immigration, the shift to an official language is lower 


in Québec than in the rest of Canada regardless of language; 


For languages other than those used by Canada’s aboriginal population, length of time in Canada 
is an important consideration in predicting the retention of a heritage language because it gives 
an indication of how long members of an ethnic group have been exposed to the official 
languages. Chart 6 gives one measure of this phenomenon by showing the extent to which the 
total, immigrant and non-immigrant populations reported English, French or non-official 
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languages as mother tongue. The chart clearly shows that while immigrants make up 16% of 
the total population, they make up a higher percentage of the population reporting non-official 
languages as mother tongue (68%). Just over 70% of those reporting French and Other as 
mother tongue are immigrants, a number considerably higher than the 45% reporting English 
and Other or the 50% reporting English and French and Other as mother tongue. In contrast, 
only 4.9% of those who reported English and French as mother tongue are immigrants. 


The relative ’age’ of an ethnic group, i.e. the proportion of persons born in Canada, can be 
determined by examining the proportion of ethnic group members born in Canada and the period 
of immigration of those born outside Canada. It has already been shown from Chart 6 that 
persons born outside Canada are more likely to have a non-official language as mother tongue. 
If a person is born in Canada, but has non-British non-French ancestry, he or she will probably 
learn one of the following as mother tongue: 


- only the minority language. 
- both the minority language and an official language. 
- only one or both official language(s). 


The first two possibilities indicate various degrees of language maintenance, the third possibility 
indicates a shift in language learned as mother tongue. 


The data presented so far are summary in nature. No distinctions are made between non-official 
languages or between ethnic origins other than British or French. While useful in providing an 
overview of society in general, collapsing of the data in this fashion tends to hide the variability 
in behaviour of different ethnic groups. 


As French is the majority language in Québec and English the majority language almost 
everywhere else, the analysis will look at Canada as a whose as well as making the distinction 
between persons reporting non-British/non French origins in Québec versus those in the rest of 
the country. Chart 7 shows just how great the difference is between the ethnic composition of 
Québec and the rest of the country. While 26% of Canadians live in Québec, only 5.3% of all 
persons reporting British origins live in that province. At the same time, the majority of persons 
reporting French origins (65%) live in that province. Only persons reporting two intermediate 
groups (Greek (30%) and Arab origins (33%)), and three new groups (Central and South 
American origins (30%), Indo-Chinese (30%) and Vietnamese (28 %)) are close to the proportion 
of the total population living in Québec (26%). Among the other ethnic groups only those 
reporting Italian (20%) and Portuguese (14.1%) live in Québec in significant numbers. Of the 
persons reporting other origins, less than 7% live in Québec. 


A. Ethnic Groups of Differing Ages 
As immigrants are more likely to have a non-official language as mother tongue than non- 


immigrants, the proportion of immigrants to non-immigrants within a particular ethnic group 
should have a strong bearing on the degree to which the associated non-official language(s) will 
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ee Teported as mother tongue. In addition, recent immigrants are more likely to pass on a 
eritage language as mother tongue to their children than less recent immigrants. Charts 8A and 


8B show relative ages of selected ethnic origins based on three types of ethnic groups for the 
whole of Canada: 


a. old: with 70.0% or more born in Canada 
b. intermediate: with between 30% and 70% born in Canada 
c. new: with less than 30% born in Canada. 


More detailed data are given in the tables of Appendix A. 


Among the old groups, persons reporting Ukrainian as ethnic origin have the highest proportion 
of persons born in Canada (92%). Among the 8% of this group who are immigrants, over three 
quarters immigrated before 1955. Among the other old groups, the proportion who immigrated 
before 1956 is considerably lower, ranging from 40% reporting Danish to 55% of persons 
reporting Dutch. Among the immigrants within these old ethnic groups, only persons reporting 
Polish (33%) and Russian (33%) had more than 20% who immigrated after 1970. 


Members of intermediate groups are more likely to be immigrants. Compared to the old groups, 
however, the periods of arrival of the immigrants varies considerably. Among groups such as 
the Czech/Slovaks, the proportion who immigrated prior to 1956 (35%) is similar to the 
proportion who came in 1956-70 (32%). This is quite close to the proportion who came after 
1970 (27%). For groups such as Italian, while a similar proportion immigrated prior to 1956 
(27%), a much higher proportion immigrated in 1956-1970 (62%). Among the Greek 
population, only 11% immigrated before 1956. Sixty-five per cent immigrated between 1956 
and 1970. The recency of immigration is even more pronounced with immigrants reporting 
Arab and Portuguese origins where only 4% and 2% respectively immigrated prior to 1956. 


By definition, the vast majority of persons reporting new origins are immigrants, the proportion 
ranging from 70% of Chinese to 88% of persons reporting Vietnamese origins. With the 
exception of the 5% of Cliinese who immigrated prior to 1956, less than 1% of all other ethnic 
groups in this category immigrated prior to 1956. The proportion immigrating in the period 
following 1970 ranges from 75% of the Chinese to 99% of the Vietnamese. 


In Québec, Charts 8C and 8D show that the dominant groups are different from the rest of the 
country and that the ratios of immigrants to those born in Canada is higher for all groups. For 
example, more than one quarter of persons reporting Ukrainian ethnic origin were immigrants 
(as opposed to only 8% for Canada). In addition a higher proportion of Québec immigrants 
came to Canada more recently resulting in a number of groups classified as old groups at the 
national level being classified as intermediate groups in Québec, e.g., 58% of Dutch immigrants 
entered after 1955 (as opposed to 46% for Canada as a whole). Among the persons reporting 
Italian ethnic origin, 45% are immigrants, and 54% of all persons reporting Greek are 
immigrants (compared to national percentages of 39% and 51% respectively). For the new 


groups, the immigrant to non-immigrant split is quite similar to the Canada-wide data. The 
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Vietnamese community has roughly the same immigrant split and period of immigration 
distribution in both Québec and Canada as a whole. 


Charts 8E and 8F provide these data for Canada excluding Québec. Given the predominance of 
persons reporting ethnic origins outside the province of Québec, the percentage distributions 
follow the national proportions much more closely than do the proportions for Québec. 


B Indexes of Ancestral Language Shift and Language Retention 


If specific languages reported as mother tongue are considered to be the ancestral languages of 
the corresponding ethnic groups, (e.g. the Japanese language for persons reporting Japanese 
ancestry, the Italian language for persons reporting Italian ancestry, etc.), a number of measures 
giving an indication of both ancestral language shift and mother tongue maintenance can be 
derived using the available data. In this section, a number of measures are presented, each 
measure being more restrictive in scope than the one preceding it. It should be understood that 
the determination of languages corresponding to ethnic origins (listed in Appendix B) is by 
necessity arbitrary. However, the overall pattern of relationships between mother tongue and 
ethnic origin is valid. 


The first measure examined uses as its base the total number of persons reporting selected ethnic 
origins. If the total number of persons reporting a specific ethnic origin represents the total 
potential number of persons likely to have the corresponding language as mother tongue, then 
a comparison of these two numbers for a specific ethnic origins gives a good measure of the 
total levels of ancestral language shift. Chart 9A shows that for Canada as a whole, the smaller 
the proportion of immigrants within the group, the smaller the proportion of persons speaking 
the corresponding mother tongue. The reflects what was previously show in Chart 6. 


For the old groups, the ratio of mother tongue to ethnic group size ranges from 6.6:100 for 
Norwegians to 40.2:100 for Japanese. This is markedly lower than the ratios shown for 
intermediate groups for which there is a range from 38.4:100 for Maltese to 73.1:100 for 
Greeks. The ratios for new groups are even higher ranging from 63.6:100 for Filipinos to 
90.2:100 for Iranians. 


Chart 9B illustrates a similar finding for the province of Québec. As has already been shown, 
the number of persons reporting origins classified as old groups is relatively small in Québec. 
The ratio of persons reporting a given ethnic origin to numbers of persons reporting a 
corresponding mother tongue is higher in Québec than in Canada as a whole.’ Among persons 
reporting Intermediate origins, a similar pattern emerges in which the ratio for Québec is higher 
than the ratio for Canada as a whole. Persons reporting Baltic origins are the only exception. 
For new groups, a different pattern emerges. For most of these groups, the ratio of persons 
reporting specified ethnic origins to corresponding languages as mother tongue is closer to the 


3 Although the ratio is higher for persons reporting Maltese as ethnic origin, the total number of 


persons reporting Maltese is too small to draw conclusions. 
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national average. The major exception is South Asian origins for which the ratio is 31.6:100 for 
Québec and 57.2:100 for Canada as a whole. 


AS is to be expected for groups other than those with significant numbers in Québec, the ratio 
of languages reported as mother tongue for Canada excluding Québec is very close to the 
national average. Chart 9C demonstrates this finding. 


The first measure used includes persons who reported the specified ethnic origin only as well 
as those who reported that origin plus one or more other origins. As well, if the multiple 
Tesponses to the ethnic origin question are in fact a reflection of multiple origins, then a more 
adequate measure of the "true" ethnic population for a specific language would be reflected in 
the ratios presented in Charts 10A, B and C which use as their base the persons reporting only 
the specified ethnic group. By using single origins, the effect of ethnic exogamy and the 
possibility that the respondent has two ancestral languages should be minimized. The ratios of 
persons reporting languages as mother tongues per one hundred persons reporting corresponding 
ethnic origins as single responses is shown in Charts 10A, B and C for Canada, for Québec, and 
for Canada excluding Québec respectively. 


Even a cursory examination of Charts 10A, B and C shows that in general, the extensive 
differences between many ethnic groups are much smaller when multiple origins are removed 
from consideration. As well, while the ratio of mother tongue to corresponding ethnic origin 
tends to be somewhat higher in Québec than in the rest of the country, the differences are much 
smaller than those shown in Chart 9B. 


If it is assumed that most immigrants from countries with non-official languages as the main 
societal language are going to have that language as mother tongue, the third measure of the 
extent to which languages are retained can be derived by calculating the ratio of persons with 
non-official languages as mother tongue to the number of immigrants reporting the corresponding 
ethnic origins. Charts 11A, B and C show these ratios. At the national level, the non-official 
language with the highest retention level is Ukrainian (3.621) followed by Russian (2.012) and 
Japanese (1.743). Most of the other languages show much lower ratios. In the province of 
Québec, Ukrainian is again the highest (1.769) followed by Italian (1.614) and Japanese (1.426). 
For Canada excluding Québec, a similar pattern emerges with Ukrainian having the highest ratio 
(3.77), followed by Russian (2.117) and Japanese (1.759). 


Chart 12 provides the final measure or index to examine the transmission of languages using 
indirect measures. This final measure compares the extent to which languages are being passed 
from one generation to the next among the non-immigrant population. The index can be 


calculated as follows: 


i= (Mother Tongue Population - Immigrant population) 


(Total ethnic group population - Immigrant Population) 
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If the value of the index is negative, this indicates that that the language is not passed on to any 
significant degree from one generation to another. A positive value would indicate that the 
language was passed on to the second generation and beyond. However, the closer the value 
of the index is to 0 or less, the smaller the extent to which the language is being retained. The 
index 1s not, however, strictly linear. For example, a value of .1 is lower than a value of .2, 
but it is not the same difference as the difference between .2 and .3. Finally, it should be noted 
that the usefulness of such an index is decreased for some of the smaller groups. 


Using this index shows that the shifts away from the heritage language are quite high among the 
new groups. In the case of Vietnamese, where the index has a value of -0.6, there is even 
evidence that a portion of the immigrant population does not claim Vietnamese as mother 
tongue. However, this low index value may be the result of a number of persons who reported 
Chinese as mother tongue rather than Vietnamese. Negative values are likely a product of high 
numbers of immigrants who came to Canada as children, who did not necessarily learn the non- 
official language as their mother tongue. This index evens out many of the differences between 
old and new ethnic groups. For example, the index for Ukrainian (.23) is roughly the same as 
that for Russian (.18), Japanese (.22), Croatian/Serbian (.22) and Iranian (.24). The groups with 
the lowest index values were the newest groups such as Vietnamese, Iranian and South Asian. 
This indicates that the pattern for language shift is such that there are high rates of shift towards 
the official language between the first and second generation, but a reduced rate of shift after 
this point. The index patterns are similar for Québec. 


It is surprising to note in our examination of the data that many of the groups usually associated 
with high levels of language retention and transmission to the next generation are not following 
this pattern. For many of the new groups, the ratio of immigrants to mother tongue is very low, 
suggesting that even some of the immigrants, probably children, arepossibly already reporting 
languages, presumably English or French, as mother tongue. 


IV. Parents and Children 


The various measures presented above give an indication of the extent to which continued 
immigration has likely affected the use of non-official languages. This section will now examine 
the extent to which parents are passing their languages on to their children as measured by a 
comparison of the mother tongue of the child’s mother to the mother tongue of children aged 
0-14. There are three possibilities for language transmission, each of which will be examined 


separately: 


- to the non-official language only 
= to the non-official language and one or both official languages 


- to either English or French. 


The first category, in which the mother tongue of the mother is also reported by the child, 
represents intergenerational language maintenance. The third combination of data probably 
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represents an intergenerational shift in mother tongue. The second combination of responses is 
probably the first phase in the transition from a non-official language as mother tongue to an 
official langage as mother tongue. It should be noted that the shift to an official language as 
mother tongue for the individual to whom the data applies represents a partial shift only.* 


Chart 13A shows the non-official language mother tongue transmission rates for Québec, and 
for Canada excluding Québec. A cursory examination of the data for these two regions confirms 
that the transmission rates of non-official language mother tongues tend to be higher in Québec 
than for the rest of Canada. Over 45% of all children in Québec whose mother spoke a non- 
official mother tongue shared the same mother tongue. This is in sharp contrast to the 32% of 
children outside Québec who shared their mother’s mother tongue. Only in the case of recent 
groups such as Vietnamese, Arab, Chinese, etc. are the rates of language maintenance similar 
for Québec and the rest of Canada. Given the significantly higher proportion of immigrants in 
Québec, these higher transmission rates for heritage languages in that province are probably due 
to the recency of immigration. In Canada, for example, the transmission rate of an old group 
such as Dutch is 8% whereas the transmission rate of Vietnamese is 74%. 


Chart 13B shows the extent to which children have learned their mother’s mother tongue as well 
as one or both official languages as mother tongue. The proportion of mothers with non-official 
languages as mother tongue whose children learned both the mother tongue and one or both 
official languages is relatively homogenous, ranging from 14% for Canada excluding Québec 
to 15% for Québec. Among the various groups in both Québec and in areas outside Québec, 
the proportions of mothers whose language corresponds to intermediate or new groups tends to 
be higher than those whose language corresponds to the old groups. 


The third pattern of mother tongue transmission examines the extent to which mothers with 
selected mother tongues do not transfer these languages to their children. In the province of 
Québec, the percentage of all children reporting one or both official languages as mother tongue 
whose mothers reported a non-official language is considerably lower at 39% than the rate of 
55% for Canada excluding Québec. Among the groups with more than 10,000 children 
nationally, the proportion of mothers whose children have official languages as mother tongue 
in Quebec ranges from 87% for Dutch to 8% for Greek. However, on average, the rates for 
the province of Québec are considerably lower than rates for Canada outside Quebec. For the 
latter, the percentages range from a high of 90% for Dutch to a low of 18% for Vietnamese. 
In examining the transfer rates, however, it is clear that the transfer to English follows closely 
the periods of immigration for persons of the corresponding ethnic origins. 


The series of tables (included in the Appendix) which make up Charts 14A through 14] provide 
detailed information concerning the official languages reported as mother tongue by the children 
of mothers reporting a non-official language as mother tongue. Not surprisingly, Charts 14A 


4 The adequacy of the mother tongue data as a reflection of the language use of a child 
must be kept in mind within the context of this analysis. 
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and 14B show that for Canada as a whole, there is considerable variation in the extent to which 
children shifted to the official languages, ranging from the high of 91% for children whose 
mothers reported Dutch to 22% for children whose mothers reported Vietnamese. Charts 14A 
and 14B also show an interesting pattern in the extent to which children are learning English 
only as mother tongue or "English and a non-official language". For old groups, the proportion 
who learn only English is high, usually upwards of 85%. For the intermediate groups, the 
proportion is much lower, with one quarter of these children often learning both English and a 
non-official language. 


Chart 14A and 14B also indicates that for languages such as Ukrainian, the high ratios of 
language retention shown in Charts 11 and 12 may be illusionary, as only one quarter of mothers 
with Ukrainian as mother tongue are passing this language on to their children. While there is 
no direct evidence, the relatively high transmission rate of German to children may be a function 
of the relatively large Mennonite component of this population who have to a large extent 
retained the use of German. 


As is to be expected based on data presented earlier on ethnic origin, Charts 14C, 14D and 14E 
show that the proportion of children whose mothers reported non-official languages in Québec 
is relatively small for many language groups, making analysis problematic. In cases where there 
are relatively large numbers, the proportion of children who learned English as a mother tongue 
is less than 25% in all cases. Especially noteworthy, is the fact that a relatively high proportion 
of children with English as mother tongue in the province of Québec also learned French as 
mother tongue, ranging from 12% for Italian to 37% for Vietnamese. Only in the case of 
children having mothers with Yiddish as their mother tongue is there a significant shift to 
English only. 


Chart 14F shows these data for Canada excluding Quebec. These data provide support for the 
conclusion that there is a transition period in which children are taught more than one language 
as the children with the highest multiple response rates are those whose mothers learned 
languages associated with the intermediate and new groups. For example, not only do a very 
high percentage (80%) of all children whose mothers’ mother tongue is Ukrainian learn English 
as mother tongue, 97% of this group learned only English 97%. This is in sharp contrast to the 
children of Greek mothers where 47% of these children learned English but 31% learned both 
English and a non-official language, presumably Greek. 


Charts 14H and 14I provide for the province of Québec data on children reporting French as 
mother tongue whose mothers reported a non-official mother tongue (information is provided in 
cases where 300 or more children are present). For the languages presented below, the extent 
to which these children are transferring over to the French language is relatively low, ranging 
from 5.7% for Greek to 38% for Arabic. These numbers are not unexpected given the 
proportion of relatively recent immigrants in each group. As was the case with languages 
associated with recent immigration, the proportion of the group learning French only is lower. 
In a number of cases, the proportion learning French and Other as mother tongue ranges about 
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the 30% point. However, given the small numbers of children involved in Québec, it is difficult 
to draw very firm conclusions. 


V. Summary and Conclusions 


The data presented in this report indicate a close link between heritage language use and recency 
of immigration. In other words, heritage language are used primarily by immigrants and their 
children. The data suggest that continued use of heritage languages in Canada by third and 
subsequent generations is probably relatively rare. 


The close tie between immigration and heritage language use is reflected in the different 
language retention patterns for the province of Québec and for the rest of Canada. In the 
province of Québec, a much higher proportion of mothers have children who have also reported 
these languages as mother tongue. However, the extent to which a number of languages were 
reported in combination with official languages suggests that it will only be a matter of time 
before these heritage languages are replaced as mother tongues by one of the two official 
languages. In the rest of Canada, the higher proportion of ethnic groups who have been in 
Canada for several generations results in a correspondingly low level of heritage language use. 
There are several languages, e.g. Ukrainian, which traditionally have shown relatively high 
levels of use by non-immigrants, now showing relatively low levels of transmission by mothers 
to their children. 


It should be noted that the shifts in language use examined here take place over decades and 
generations. It is likely that the continued daily use of non-official languages in Canada is a 
reflection of continued immigration. In fact, it is unrealistic to expect that large numbers of 
immigrants with non-official language mother tongues would now be teaching French or English 
to their children. They simply have not been in Canada long enough. However, it would 
probably be just as unrealistic to expect continued use of these languges after a significant time 
of residence in Canada. 
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Appendix A: 


Table 1: Numeric and Percentage Distribution Of Official Language Ability. Canada, 1986. 
Total % 
25,022,010 100.00% 
16,716,900 66.81% 

3,957,725 15.82% 

4,056,155 16.21% 
291,220 1.16% 


Total Population 
English only 
French only 
French and English 
Neither French nor English 


Source: 1986 Census of Canada, Special Tabulations 


Table 2: Numeric and Percentage Distribution of the Language Spoken Most Often in the Home, Canada, 
1986 


Total 
Total Population 25,022,010 
English only 16,595,535 
French only 5,798,470 
English & French 351,905 
English & Other 712,445 
French & Other 40,055 
English, French & Other 47,755 
Only Other 1,475,835 


Source: 1986 Census of Canada, Special Tabulations 


Table 3: Numeric and Percentage Distribution of Mother Tongue, Canada, 1986. 
Total 
25,022,005 
15,159,550 
6,090,430 
307,245 
463,480 
34,725 
41,475 
2,925,100 


Total (Mother Tongue) 
English only 


French only 


English and French 
English and Other 
French and Other 
English, French & Other 
Only Other 


Source: 1986 Census of Canada, Special Tabulations 


Table 4: Numeric and Percentage Distribution of Ethnic Origin, Canada, 1986. 
Total % 
25,022,005 100.00% 
8,406,555 33.60% 
6,099,095 24.37% 
1,139,345 4.55% 
2,262,525 9.04% 
325,655 1.30% 
563,065 2.25% 
6,225,770 24.88% 
5,609,775 22.42% 
616,000 2.46% 


Total Ethnic Origin 
British Only 
French Only 
British and French 
British and Other 
French and Other 
British, French and Other 
All Only Other: Total 
Other: single response 
Other: multiple response 


Source: 1986 Census of Canada, Special Tabulations 
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Table 5: Numeric and Percentage Distribution of Single and Multiple Origins showing Immigration Status, 
Canada, 1986. 


Total Non-lmm- Immigrant 
igrant 

Total Other 9,377,015 6,516,865; 2,860,160 

British & Other 2202.25 2,109,370 153,155 
French & Other 325,655 298,025 
British, French & Other 563,065 538,280 
All other: Total 6,225,770 3,571,190 
Other: single response 5,609,775 3,079,835 
Other: multiple response 491,355 


Total Other 69.50% 
British & Other 93.23% 
French & Other 91.52% 
British, French & Other 95.60% 
Ail other: Total 57.36% 
Other: single response 54.90% 
Other: multiple response 79.77% 


Table 6: Numeric and Percentage Distribution of Mother Tongue showing Immigration Status, Canada, 
1986 


Non-Imm- 
sip a Ve Ss | eyeggeat| iy | 
25,022,005] 21,113,860] 3,908,150 
15,159,550} 13,645,295] 1,514,250 
6,090,430 5,960,480 129,955 
307,245 292,335 14,910 
463,480 254,475 209,010 
34,725 10,335 24,390 
41,475 20,610 20,870 
930,330} 1,994,765 


BT eee) 
a ee 
Total Population 
English only 

French only 

English & French 
English & Other 

French & Other 

English, French & Other 
All others 


84.38% 
90.01% 
97.87% 
95.15% 
54.91% 
29.76% 
49.69% 
31.81% 


15.62% 
9.99% 
2.13% 
4.85% 

45.10% 

70.24% 

50.32% 

68.19% 


Total Population 
English only 

French only 

English & French 
English & Other 

French & Other 

English, French & Other 
All others 


Source: 1986 Census of Canada, Special Tabulations 
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Table 7: Percentage Distribution of Selected Ethnic Origins in Québec, Outside Québec, 1986. 


Québec Other 
Cansda 


Total Canadian Population 25,022,005 
British 12,371,149 
French 8,127,160 
German 2,467,060 


Italian 1,006,920 
Ukrainian 961,310 


Dutch 881,940 
Polish 612,105 
Chinese 414,045 
South Asian Origins 314,035 
Portuguese 237,185 
Hungarian 188,995 
Croatian/Serbian 146,765 
Greek 177,310 
Danish 119,060 
Czech/Slovak 110,035 
Filipino 107,060 
Russian 103,665 
Arab Origins 103,550 
Finnish 91,335 
Indo Chinese 89,665 
Vietnamese 62,990 
Central and South 

American Origins 50,035 
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Table 8a: Percentage Distribution of Ethnic Origin Showing Immigration Status, Periods of 


Immigration, Canada, 1986. 


Percent Total Ethnic Origin which is: 


Non-Imm- immigrant % Immigrants Arriving 
igrant <1956 1956-70 {Post 1970 


Ukrainian 92.04% 4 76.74% 13.65% 9.61% 
German 85.79% : 44.68% 35.48% 19.84% 
Russian 85.04% 3 48.29% 18.89% 32.82% 
Dutch 80.31% 3 54.55% 29.55% 15.92% 
Polish 77.62% 3 43.39% 23.65% 32.97% 
Danish 77.44% 40.04% 44.68% 15.28% 
Finnish 77.41% 45.66% 39.46%} 14.93% 


Hungarian 65.05% . 27.05% 57.24% 15.72% 
Czech/Slovak 63.80% : 35.09% 37.89% 27.03% 


Italian 60.60% § 27.36% 61.88% 10.77% 
Croatian/Serbian 48.97% : 17.85% 55.70% 26.45% 
Greek 48.78% 10.58% 64.52% 24.90% 
Arab Origins 44.71% 55.29% 3.97% 28.61% 67.41% 
Portuguese 33.96% 66.04% 1.82% 46.49% 51.69% 


Chinese 29.77% 70.23% 4.99% 19.58% 75.42% 
Central and South 

American Origins 29.00% 71.00% 0.90% 11.13% 87.97% 
South Asian Origins 28.81% 71.19% 0.70% 19.00% 80.30% 
Filipino 26.14% 73.86% 0.17% 13.61% 86.22% 
IndoChinese 14.67% 85.33% 0.24% 2.14% 97.62% 
Vietnamese 12.40% 87.60% 0.20% 1.97% 97.83% 
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Table 8b: Percentage Distribution of Ethnic Origin Showing Immigration Status, Periods, of Immigration, 
Québec, 1986. 


Percent Total Ethnic Origin which is: 
ete [waren eer ae 
igrant 
Ukrainian : 73.52% 26.48%| 78.60%| 14.07% 7.25% 


German 71.84% 28.16% 39.86% 39.93% 20.18% 
Dutch 71.57% 28.43% 42.39% 38.74% 18.97% 


69.79% 30.21%] 35.17%| 42.76%] 22.07% 

62.57% 37.43%| 46.88%| 29.69%] 23.44% 

59.92% 40.08%] 54.35%| 25.36%] 20.53% 

55.25% 44.75%| 44.59%| 25.20%] 30.21% 

45.11%| 26.32%] 64.30% 9.38% 

Czech/Slovak : 51.78%| 43.86%] 33.04%| 23.10% 
Greek : 53.52% 8.51%| 68.11%] 23.36% 
Croatian/Serbian : 59.47%| 19.84%] 58.34%] 22.05% 
Hungarian : 60.63% : 58.51%| 12.56% 
Arab Origins 65.87% : 32.47%| 64.48% 
Portuguese 32.00% 68.00% : 49.13%| 49.02% 


Chinese 27.75% 72.25% ‘ 18.80% 74.48% 
Filipino 26.66% 73.34% A 21.78% 77.88% 
South Asian Origins 25.62% 74.38% : 19.90% 79.63% 
Central and South 

American Origins 18.83% 81.17% : 8.51% 90.92% 
IndoChinese 13.64% 86.36% S 3.60% 96.16% 
Vietnamese 12.40% 87.60% ; 4.85% 94.82% 
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Table 8c: Percentage Distribution of Ethnic Origin Showing Immigration Status, Periods, of Immigration, 
Canada, excluding Québec, 1986. 


Percent Total Ethnic Origin which is: 

Non-Imm- 
Ukrainian 92.48% : 76.58% 13.62% 9.81% 
Russian 86.36% z 47.36% 17.89% 34.71% 
German 86.19% : 44.97% 35.21% 19.82% 
Dutch 80.49% 19.51% 54.91% 29.27% 15.83% 
Polish 78.92% 21.08% 43.24% 23.46% 33.31% 
Finnish 77.70% 22.30% 45.62% 39.77% 14.66% 
Danish 77.60% 22.40% 40.18% 44.73% 15.09% 


Hungarian 66.94% 33.06% 26.79% 57.07% 16.15% 
Czech/Slovak 64.80% 35.20% 34.26% 38.34% 27.40% 


Italian 62.00% 38.00% 27.66% 61.17% 11.17% 
Arab Origins 49.84% 50.16% 4.56% 26.15% 69.27% 
Greek 49.77% 50.23% 11.52% 62.89% 25.60% 
Croatian/Serbian 49.41% 50.59% 17.73% 55.54% 26.72% 
Portuguese 34.28% 65.72% 1.81% 46.04% 52.15% 
Central and South 

American Origins 33.32% 66.68% 1.11% 12.49% 86.44% 


Chinese 29.91% 70.09% 4.87% 19.64% 75.49% 
South Asian Origins 29.04% 70.96% 0.72% 18.93% 80.36% 
Filipino 26.11% 73.89% 0.18% 13.12% 86.72% 
IndoChinese 15.11% 84.89% 0.25% c 98.25% 
Vietnamese 12.40% 87.60% 0.16% : 98.99% 
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Table 9A: Numbers of Persons Reporting Selected Ethnic Origins Compared to the Number of Persons 
Repporting Languages as Mother Tongue Which Correspond to These Origins, Canada, 1986 


fet aeae Origin & Total Ethnic |Total Mother |Ethnic/MT 
Mother Tongue Origin Tongue 


Ukrainian 


28.8:100 
6.6:100 

7.2:100 

21.4:100 
30.1:100 
17.4:100 
24.7:100 
20.0:100 
33.1:100 
40.2:100 
31.6:100 


Norwegian 
Swedish 
German 


Russian 
Dutch 
Polish 
Danish 
Finnish 


Japanese 


Romanian 


Hungarian 
Czech/Slovak 


43.4:100 
39.4:100 
55.0:100 
38.4:100 
54.9:100 
61.8:100 
73.1:100 
54.9:100 
75.9:100 
74.6:100 
75.4:100 
57.2:100 
63.6:100 
77.6:100 
83.4:100 
90.2:100 
80.3:100 


Croat/Serb etc. 
Greek 

Arab Origins 
Portuguese 


Chinese 


Armenian 
South Asian 
Filipino 

Korean 
Cambodian/Khmer 


Iranian 
Vietnamese 
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Table 9B: Numbers of Persons Reporting Selected Ethnic Origins Compared to the Number of Persons 
Reporting Languages as Mother Tongue Which Correspond to These Origins, Qu/bec, 1986 


Norwegian 
Swedish 
Ukrainian 
German 
Dutch 
Danish 
Japanese 
Finnish 
Maltese 


Russian 

Polish 

Italian 

Baltic 
Czech/Slovak 
Greek 
Croatian/Serbian 
Romanian 
Hungarian 

Arab Origins 


Portuguese 


Chinese 

Filipino 

South Asian 
Armenian 
Cambodian/Khmer 
Korean 
Vietnamese 
Iranian 
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Table 9c: Numbers of Persons Reporting Selected Ethnic Origins Compared to the Number of Persons 


Reporting Languages as Mother Tongue Which Correspond to These Origins, Canada excluding Qu/bec, 
1986 


| onernome fog oma 
Mother Tongue Origin Tongue 

Ukrainian 

Norwegian 

Swedish 

Russian 

German 

Dutch 

Romanian 

Polish 

Finnish 

Danish 

Japanese 


Hungarian 
Czech/Slovak 
Italian 

Maltese 

Baltic 

Arab Origins 
Greek 
Croatian/Serbian 
Portuguese 
Armenian 


Chinese 
South Asian 


Filipino 


Korean 

Iranian 
Vietnamese 
Cambodian/Khmer 
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Table 10: Number of Persons Reporting Selected Ethnic Origins Only Compared to the Number of Persons 
Reporting Languages as Mother Tongue Which Correspond to These Origins, Canada, 1986 


Ethnic Origin & Total Ethnic |Total Mother |Ethnic(SR) 
Mother Tongue Origin Tongue /MT 


Ukrainian 420,210 277,005|65.9:100 
at Norwegian 61,580 16,115]26.2:100 
Swedish 43,340 14,670|33.8:100 
German 896,720 527,105|58.8:100 
Russian 32,080 31,200|97.3:100 
Dutch 351,765 153,655|43.7:100 
Polish 222,265 151,045|68.0:100 
Danish 39,955 23,785)59.5:100 
Finnish 40,565 30,240) 74.5:100 
Japanese 40,245 21,925}54.5:100 
Romanian 18,745 16,205|86.4:100 
Inter- Hungarian 97,845 82,000}83.8:100 
mediate |Czech/Slovak 56,045 43,300] 77.3:100 
Groups |Italian 709,590 553,720|78.0:100 
Maltese 15,345 9,320|60.7:100 
Baltic 40,905 36,705}89.7:100 
Croate/Serb etc. 104,150 90,765]87.1:100 
Greek 143,780 129,570|90.1:100 
Arab Origins 74,835 56,825/75.9:100 
Portuguese 199,600 180,105|90.2:100 
New Chinese 360,320 308,905|85.7:100 
Groups |Armenian 22,520 20,660/91.7:100 
South Asian 274,465 179,595|65.4:100 
Filipino 93,285 68,125|73.0:100 
Korean 27,680 23,055/83.3:100 
Cambodian/Khmer 10,365 9,835]94.9:100 
Iranian 13,325 14,205] 106.6:100 
Vietnamese 53,010 50,560/95.4:100 
Québec 
Old Norwegian 745 315 42.30% 
Groups |Swedish 640 475 74.20% 
Ukrainian 2225 10,500 85.90% 
German 26,780 24,115 90.00% 
Dutch 6,365 4,945 77.70% 
Danish 895 585 65.40% 
Japanese 1,285 870 67.70% 
Finnish 805 655 81.40% 
Maltese 150 55 36.70% 
Inter- Russian 1,815 2,745 151.20% 
mediate |Polish 18,835 16,745 88.90% 
Groups italian 163,875 144,555 88.20% 
Baltic 3,775 2,570 68.10% 
Czech/Slovak 4,120 3,705 89.90% 
Greek 47,450 45,925 96.80% 
Croatian/Serbian 5,265 4,525 85.90% 
Romanian 3,315 4,235 127.80% 
Hungarian 8,550 9,815 114.80% 
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New 
Groups 


Old 
Groups 


Inter- 
mediate 
Groups 


New 
Groups 


Arab Origins 26,215 


Portuguese 29,695 
Chinese 23,205 
Filipino 5,115 
South Asian 18,470 
Armenian ; 10,810 
Cambodian/Khmer 5,165 
Korean 1,230 
Vietnamese 15,860 
Iranian 3,205 


Canada excluding Québec 


Ukrainian 407,985 
Norwegian 60,835 
Swedish 42,700 
Russian 30,265 
German 869,940 
Dutch 345,400 
Romanian 15,430 
Polish 203,430 
Finnish 39,760 
Danish 39,060 
Japanese 38,960 
Hungarian 89,295 
Czech/Slovak 51,925 
‘Italian 545,715 
Maltese 15,195 
Baltic 37,130 
Arab Origins 48,620 
Greek 96,330 
Croatian/Serbian 98,885 
Portuguese 169,905 
Armenian Vip 75 
Chinese 3375S 
South Asian 255,995 
Filipino 88,170 
Korean 26,450 
Iranian 10,120 
Vietnamese 37,150 
Cambodian/Khmer 5,200 


20,725 
28,735 


20,205 
3,530 
6,795 

10,895 
4,700 

900 

14,055 

3,110 


266,505 
15,800 
14,195 
28,455 

502,990 

148,710 
11,970 

134,300 
29,585 
23,200 
21,055 


72,185 
39,595 
409,165 
9,265 
34,135 
36,100 
83,645 
86,240 
151,370 
9,765 


288,700 
172,800 
64,595 
22,155) 
11,095 
36,505 
57135 
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79.10% 
96.80% 


87.10% 
69.00% 
36.80% 
100.80% 
91.00% 
73.20% 
88.60% 
97.00% 


65.30% 
26.00% 
33.20% 
94.00% 
57.80% 
43.10% 
77.60% 
66.00% 
74.40% 
59.40% 
54.00% 


80.80% 
76.30% 
75.00% 
61.00% 
91.90% 
74.20% 
86.80% 
87.20% 
89.10% 
83.40% 


85.60% 
67.50% 
73.30% 
83.80% 
109.60% 
98.30% 
98.80% 


Table 11: Ratio of Persons Reporting Selected Mother Tongues to the Numbers of Immigrants Reporting 
Selected Origins, Canada, Québec, Canada Excluding Québec, 1986 


Ethnic Origin & Total Imm- Total Mother | 100 Imm- 
Mother Tongue igrants Tongue igrants/MT 


Ukrainian 76,500 277,005 3.621 
ieee Norwegian 19,715 16,115 0.817 
Swedish 18,775 14,670 0.781 
German 350,680 527,105 1.503 
Russian 15,510 31,200 2.012 
Dutch 173,680 153,655 0.885 
Polish 137,015 151,045 1.102 
Danish 26,860 23,785 0.886 
Finnish 20,630 30,240 1.466 
Japanese 12,580 21,925 1.743 
Romanian 12,465 16,205 1.3 
Inter- Hungarian 66,050 82,000 1.241 
mediate |Czech/Slovak 39,830 43,300 1.087 
Groups _|Italian 396,775 553,720 1.396 
Maltese 11,020 9,320 0.846 
Baltic 31;715 36,705 1.157 
Croate/Serb etc. 74,890 90,765 1.212 
Greek 90,810 129,570 1.427 
Arab Origins 57,255 56,825 0.992 
Portuguese 156,645 180,105 ells 
New Chinese 290,795 308,905 1.062 
Groups |Armenian 19,365 20,660 1.067 
South Asian 223,570 179,595 0.803 
Filipino 79,070 68,125 0.862 
Korean 22,815 23,055 1.011 
Cambodian/Khmer 10,240 9,835 0.96 
Iranian 13,710 14,205 1.036 
Vietnamese 55,180 50,560 0.916 
Québec 
Old Norwegian 575 315 0.548 
Groups |Swedish 7S 475 0.664 
Ukrainian 5,935 10,500 1.769 
German 19,795 24,115 1.218 
Dutch 5,060 4,945 0.977 
Danish 725 585 0.807 
Japanese 610 870 1.426 
Finnish 640 655 12023 
Maltese 155 55 0.355 
Inter- Russian 2,070 2,745 1.326 
mediate |Polish 15,060 16,745 tetas 
Groups _|italian 89,545 144,555 1.614 
Baltic 2,600 2,570 0.988 
Czech/Slovak 3,420 3,705 1.083 
Greek 28,335 45,925 1.621 
Croatian/Serbian 4,285 4,525 1.056 
Romanian 3,165 4,235 1.338 
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New 
Groups 


Old 
Groups 


Inter- 
mediate 
Groups 


New 
Groups 


Hungarian 
Arab Origins 
Portuguese 


Chinese 

Filipino 

South Asian 
Armenian 
Cambodian/Khmer 
Korean 
Vietnamese 
Iranian 


Canada excluding Québec 


Ukrainian 
Norwegian 
Swedish 
Russian 
German 
Dutch 
Romanian 
Polish 
Finnish 
Danish 


Japanese 


Hungarian 
Czech/Slovak 
Italian 

Maltese 

Baltic 

Arab Origins 
Greek 
Croatian/Serbian 
Portuguese 
Armenian 


Chinese 

South Asian 
Filipino 

Korean 

lranian 
Vietnamese 
Cambodian/Khmer 


7,845 
22,285 
22,695 


19,335 
4,430 
15,980 
9,440 
4,905 
1,140 
15,260 
3,255 


70,565 
19,140 
18,060 
13,440 
330,885 
168,620 
9,300 
121,955 
19,990 
26,135 
11,970 


58,205 
36,410 
307,230 
10,865 
29,115 
34,970 
62,475 
70,605 
133,950 
9,925 


271,460 
207,590 
74,640 
21,675 
10,455 
39,920 
5,335 


9,815 
20,725 
28,735 


20,205 
3,530 
6,795 

10,895 
4,700 

900 

14,055 

3,110 


266,505 
15,800 
14,195 
28,455 

502,990 

148,710 
11,970 

134,300 
29,585 
23,200 
21,055 


72,185 
39,595 
409,165 
9,265 
34,135 
36,100 
83,645 
86,240 
151,370 
9,765 


288,700 
172,800 
64,595 
22,155 
11,095 
36,505 
5,135 
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25 
0.93 
1.266 


1.045 
0.797 
0.425 
1.154 
0.958 
0.789 
0.921 
0.955 


3.777 
0.825 
0.786 
2.117 

1.52 
0.882 
1.287 
1.101 

1.48 
0.888 
1.759 


1.24 
1.087 
1.332 
0.853 
Vary 
1.032 
1.339 
e220} 

1.13 
0.984 


1.064 
0.832 
0.865 
1.022 
1.061 
0.914 
0.963 


Table 12: Index of Immigration and Mother Tongue of Immigrants Reporting Selected Origins*, Canada, 
Québec, Canada Excluding Québec, 1986 


Ethnic Index of index of Immigration and Mother | and Mother 
Origin Canada Québec Outside 
Québec 


Ukrainian 961,310 
Norwegian 243,680 
Swedish 203,870 
German 2,467,055 
Russian 103,665 
Dutch 881,935 
Polish 612,105 
Danish 119,060 
Finnish 91,340 
Japanese 54,505 
Romanian 51,335 


Hungarian 189,000 


Czech/Slovak 110,030 
Italian 1,006,915 
Maltese 24,270 
Baltic 66,865 
Croate/Serb etc. 146,760 
Greek 7 7po 
Arab Origins 103,550 
Portuguese 237,180 


Chinese 414,040 
Armenian 27,390 
South Asian 314,035 
Filipino 107,055 
Korean 29,705 
Cambodian/Khmer 11,795 
Iranian 15,745 
Vietnamese 62,990 


* "Age" of Groups based on Canada proportions 
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Table 13a: A Comparison of the Extent of Transmission of NonOfficial Languages Mother Tongues from 
Mothers to Their Children Aged 014, Canada, Qu bec, Canada Excluding Québec, 1986 


Language Transmission to 
a Non Official Language Only 


Canada Québec Outside 
Québec 


31.50% 


Children 
Total 


Mother's Mother Tongue 
Non Aboriginal Languages 
European Languages 
Italian 


67.00% 
65.50% 
63.00% 
25.00% 


30.80% 
48.00% 
50.70% 
27.40% 
12.10% 

8.20% 

9.30% 
59.90% 
19.70% 
41.40% 
43.20% 
45.00% 
52.70% 
25.30% 
24.60% 
31.90% 


Portuguese 
Spanish 
German 
Yiddish 
Dutch 
Danish 


Croatian 


Ukrainian 
Polish 
Russian 
Czech 
Greek 
Hungarian 
Finnish 

Other European 


42.30% 
42.90% 
45.20% 
62.80% 
25.60% 
24.30% 
32.20% 


44.90% 
83.80% 
28.20% 
15.00% 


Heritage Languages 


58.80% 
63.60% 
14.50% 
73.90% 
43.60%} 


58.90% 
63.10% 
14.70% 
72.90% 
42.00% 


Punjabi 
Chinese 


Tagalog 


Vietnamese 
Arabic 


48.20% 
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Table 13b: A Comparison of the Extent of Transmission of NonOfficial Languages and One or Both Official 


Languages as Mother Tongues from Mothers to Their Children Aged 014, Canada, Québec, Canada Excluding 


Québec, 1986 


Mother's Mother Tongue 
Non Aboriginal Languages 


European Languages 


Italian 
Portuguese 
Spanish 
German 
Yiddish 

Dutch 

Danish 
Croatian 
Ukrainian 
Polish 

Russian 

Czech 

Greek 
Hungarian 
Finnish 

Other European 
Other Heritage Languages 


Vietnamese 
Arabic 


Children 
Total 
Canada 
Total 


Language Transmission to 


a Non Official Language Only 
Canada Québec Outside 
Québec 
15.00% 


8.70% 
11.50% 


13.50% 
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Table 13c: A Comparison of the Extent of Transmission of One or Both Official Languages as Mother Tongues 


from Mothers With Non Official Languages to Their Children Aged 014, Canada, Qu bec, Canada Excluding 
Québec, 1986 


Children 
Total 
Canada 
Total 


a Non Official Language Only 
Canada Québec 


54.90% 


Mother's Mother Tongue 
Non Aboriginal Languages 
European Languages 
Italian 


52.80% 39.30% 


51.00% 
36.50% 
33.10% 
69.10% 
50.70% 
89.80% 
88.20% 
26.20% 
76.90% 
50.40% 
51.60% 
48.80% 
24.70% 
68.20% 
70.70% 


24.30% 
22.80% 
25.90% 
68.10% 
23.60% 
86.90% 
84.20% 
18.20% 
51.90% 
42.40% 
51.10% 
46.90% 

8.10% 
67.20% 
80.00% 
56.90% 


58.40% 
38.70% 
35.50% 
69.10% 
86.40% 
89.90% 
88.30% 
26.50% 
77.70% 
51.20% 
51.70% 
49.00% 
32.70% 
68.40% 
70.60% 
61.40% 


Portuguese 


Spanish 


German 
Yiddish 
Dutch 
Danish 
Croatian 


Ukrainian 
Polish 
Russian 
Czech 
Greek 
Hungarian 


Finnish 


Other European 
Other Heritage Languages 


34.40% 
19.40% 
86.70% 
14.90% 
40.60% 


27.30% 
27.30% 
77.90% 
17.90% 
43.80% 


Vietnamese 
Arabic 
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Table 14a: Comparison of English Reported as Mother tongue of Children to Nonofficial Languages 
reported as Mother Tongue by their Mothers, Canada, 1986 
% of Total 
with English |English English & i i 
only French 


59.39% 83.00% ; 15.70% 

71.71% 94.83% Ki 4.73% 

35.91% 73.55% : 25.87% 
Ukrainian 78.90% 96.56% z 3.23% 
Portuguese 46.53% 73.64% E 25.13% 
Dutch 90.99% 97.68% : 2.06% 
Polish 56.51% 86.84% : 12.15% 
Greek 36.31% 66.15% i 30.72% 
Spanish 39.60% 71.40% : 26.43% 
Hungarian 73.11% 91.43% : 8.09% 
Punjabi 41.17% 66.59% ; 33.06% 
Tagalog 84.96% 90.65% f 8.51% 
Vietnamese 21.55% 64.13% : 33.63% 
Arabic 47.41% 73.02% i 22.56% 
|Croatian 39.19% 66.10% i 33.05% 
Finnish 75.43% 93.00% : 6.39% 
Russian 56.04% 90.20% : 9.07% 
Czech 54.04% 88.67% A 10.84% 
Yiddish 51.96% 95.63% : 3.17% 
Danish 89.89% 97.10% 3 2.56% 
Other European 66.21% 89.87% : 9.45% 
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Table 14b: Comparison of English Reported as Mother tongue of Children to Nonofficial Languages 

reported as Mother Tongue by their Mothers, Québec, 1986 
Canada % of Total % of Total |% of Total with English Reporting: 
Total Children in with Engiish English & 
Children English only French 


Italian : : 24.21%| 70.17% 

German E 53.54% 88.24% 

Chinese : 21.16%] 68.15% 25.48% 

Ukrainian 45.74%] 89.83% 8.47% 

Portuguese 13.84% 13.92%| 57.56% 21.51% 

Dutch 2.26% 65.36%| 91.00% 3.00% 

Polish 9.42% 38.50%] 82.39% 8.18% 

Greek 32.53% 13.54%] 45.41% 31.88% 

Spanish i 12.27%| 69.33% 15.33%| 10.67% 

Hungarian : 62.71%| 89.19% 6.31% 1.80% 
47.31%| 72.73% 25.00% 2.27% 
82.22%] 89.19% 2.70% 2.70% 

Vietnamese 22.95% 4.00%] 47.37% 15.79%| 26.32% 

Arabic 25.70% 19.51%| 60.63% 11.81%| 14.96% 

Croatian 2.95% 15.91%| 57.14% 28.57%| 14.29% 

Finnish 2.30% 80.00%| 81.25% 12.50% 0.00% 

Russian 6.18% 46.67%| 80.95% 14.29% 4.76% 

Czech 6.38% 42.86%| 85.71% 9.52% 0.00% 

Yiddish 57.73% 24.64%| 91.30% 5.80% 0.00% 

Danish 2.91% 68.42%] 92.31% 0.00% 0.00% 

Other European 6.66% 45.08%] 86.47% 6.02% 3.76% 
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Table 14c: Comparison of English Reported as Mother tongue of Children to Nonofficial Languages reported 
as Mother Tongue by their Mothers, Canada excluding Québec, 1986 


Canada % of Total % of Total |% of Total with English Reporting: 
Total Children with English English & {English & |English, 
Children Outside English only 
Québec 
Italian 78.51% 69.03% 
German 96.47% 72.37% 95.02% 
Chinese 94.04% 36.84% 73.76% 
Ukrainian 97.06% 79.88% 96.71% 
Portuguese 86.16% 51.76% 74.33% 25.30% 
Dutch 97.73% 91.59% 97.79% : 2.04% 
Polish 90.58% 58.33% 87.22% is 12.43% 
Greek 67.47% 47.23% 69.10% M4 30.60% 
Spanish 75.02% F 71.65% : 27.34% 
Hungarian 89.63% : 91.56% 8.27% 
Punjabi 97.75% x 66.45% k 33.31% 
Tagalog 93.76% : 90.91% j 8.73% 
Vietnamese 77.10% . 65.11% K 34.19% 
Arabic 74.34% ; 74.44% A 23.79% 
Croatian 96.98% i 66.09% “i 33.22% 
Finnish 97.70% a 93.45% ; 6.24% 
Russian 93.82% 56.66% 90.44% 
Czech 93.75% 54.86% 88.61% 
Yiddish 42.47% 87.86% 98.34% 
Danish 97.09% 90.54% 97.21% 
Other European Languages 93.36% 67.72% 90.03% 


Table 14d: Comparison of French Reported as Mother tongue of Children to Nonofficial Languages reported 
as Mother Tongue by their Mothers, Québec, 1986 


Canada Total % of Total |% of Total with French Reporting: 
Total Children with French 
Children Québec French only 


Italian 11.58% 59.40% 4.06% 
German 25.00% 72.44% 11.02% 13.39% 


Chinese 8.49% 52.38% 6.35% 31.75% 
Portuguese 23.30% 60.42% 3.13% 27.08% 
Polish 14.53% 58.33% 15.00% 16.67% 
Greek 5.68% 29.17% 5.21% 16.67% 
Spanish 26.51% 63.58% 2.16% 29.32% 
Vietnamese 20.00% 63.16% 2.11% 29.47% 
Arabic : 37.79% 69.51% 6.50% 16.26% 
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Ethnic Group 


Ukrainian 
Norwegian 
Swedish 
German 


Russian 
Dutch 


Polish 

Danish 
Finnish 
Japanese 
Romanian 
Hungarian 
Czech/Slovak 


Italian 
Maltese 
Baltic 


Croatian/Serbian etc 


Greek 

Arab Origins 
Portuguese 
Chinese 
Armenian 
South Asian 


Filipino 

Korean 
Cambodian/Khmer 
Iranian 
Vietnamese 


Ethnic Group to Mother Tongue Equivalent 


Mother Tongue Equivalent 


Ukrainian 
Norwegian 
Swedish 

German 

Russian 
Dutch-Frisian 
Netherlandic 
Polish 

Danish 

Finnish 

Japanese 
Romanian 
Hungarian 

Czech 

Slovak 
Czech-Slovak 
Italian 

Maltese 

Latvian 
Lithuanian 

Baltic Languages 
Croatian 

Serbian 
Serbo-Croatian 
Serbian-Croatian 
Slovenian 

other Yugoslavian 
Croatian-Serbian-Slovenian etc. 
Macedonian 
Greek 

Arabic 
Portuguese 
Chinese 
Armenian 

Hindi 

Punjabi 

Urdu 

Tamil 
Malayalam-Telugu 
Dravidian languages 
South-Asian not indicated elsewhere 
Tagalog-Pilipino 
Korean 

Khmer 

Persian 
Vietnamese 
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Certains groupes ethniques, selon le statut d’immigrant 
de leurs membres et la période d’immigration, 
4 l’extérieur du Québec, 1986 


Britannique — 
Frangals 
Ukrainien - 


Allemand —ji 

Russe ~ ji 
Hollandals - jim 
Polonals ~ ites 
Danols —i 


Finlandals —{i 
Hongrols ~i 
Tchéque/Slovaque — 
Itallen — 
Serbo-croate etc. 
Grec - 


Arabe -= 
Portugals — 
Chinols - 
Latino-américain ~ iii 
Sud aslatique ~ ii 
Phillppin - ii 
Sud-Est aslatique ~ jim 
Vietnamlen - jim 


GEE Non-immigrants [_] Immigrants 


Préparé par Politiques et recherches, 
Secteur du Multiculturalisme. 
Source: Recensement du Canada, 1986. 
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Finlandals (22.3) 
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Philippin (73.0) (2A Ee | 
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WM Avant 1966 EZ De 19686 & 1970 
[= De 1971 a 1986 


«+ Le pourcentage des personnes qul déclarent des orligines 
ethniques précises et qui sont des Immigrants. 


GRAPHIQUES 8E ET 8F 


Certains groupes ethniques, selon le statut d’immigrant 
de leurs membres et la période d’immigration, 
Québec, 1986 


emand - ia = ee Hollandale (28.4) 
= a — Polonals (44.8) 
Danols (30.2) 
Finlandals (37.4) 
Hongrois (60.6) 
Tchéque/Siov. (61.8) 
Italien (46.1) 


LZ SS mma 
ZZ 
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Ss Ss 
EEA Parra ES ———— = 


Arabe (66.9) — 
Portugais (68.0) 


Chinols (72.2) ZA Eee ee 
Latino-améri (81.2) Ee ee 
Sud-aslatique (74.4) 


Sud-est aslatique i 
Vietnamien —i@& 


0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 


Hl avant 1956 EZ. De 1066 a 1970 
E=) De 1071 a 1986 
* Le pourcentage des personnes qui déclarent des 
origines ethniques précises et qui sont des Immigrants. 


BB Non-immigrants [_] immigrants 


Préparé par Politiques et recherches, 
Secteur du Multiculturalisme. 
Source: Recensement du Canada, i986. 
GRAPHIQUES 8C ET 8D 
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GRAPHIQUE 1 


Distribution, en pourcentage, de la 
capacité de parler les deux langues 
officielles, Canada, 1986 


Ni le frangais ni l'anglais 
291 220 | 


Francais et anglais 
4 056 165 Za 


Frangais seulement 
3 967 725 


Anglais seulement 
16 716 900 


GRAPHIQUE 8 7 F a 
Distribution, en pourcentage, 


des langues maternelles, 
Canada, 1986 


Le frangale ot une autre langue 


Le frangale seulement 34 726 
6 080 430 Kanglale et une 
Le frangale ot fanglale autre langue 
463 480 


307 246 


Une autre langue 
3 464 760 


Préparé par Politiques et recherches, 


Secteur du Multiculturalisme. 
Source: Recensement du Canada, 1986. 


WN Ale trangale, tangisie 
et une autre Janguo 
41 476 


eulement 
ne autre langue 
2 826 100 


L’angiale seulement 
16 168 660 


GRAPHIQUE 2 ode f 
Distribution, en pourcentage, de la 
langue parlée le plus souvent a la 
maison, Canada, 1986 
ee preree Seulement ete ate sutre langue 
see tee et angisis = “ Soateesce une 
i: 712 446 
Rk Y eae 
MUO OR Une autre langue es eS 
| 2 278 090 TERI Seulement 
Se Pvc une autre langue 


1 476 836 


GRAPHIQUE 4 


Distribution, en pourcentage, de 
lorigine ethnique, 
Canada, 1986 


Autroe; Or. multiples 
«—~ 616 000 


Autres: Or, uniques 
6 608 776 
Brit. seulement 
8 406 666 
Britannique, trangalse 
@t une autre origine 
663 066 
Frangalee et une autre origine 
326 666 
sitannique et une autre origine 
2 202 626 


Brit. et drangalee 
1 138 346 


Frangelee seulement 
6 098 096 
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